• Interactions between herbal and conventional medicines
Background and purpose of the meeting: Herbal medicines are widely used in health-care in both developed and developing countries. However, in recent years, there have been several high-profile herbal safety concerns that have had an impact on the public health, and there is increasing recognition of the need to develop pharmacovigilance (safety monitoring) systems for herbal medicines. Pharmacovigilance for herbal medicines is, in many respects, in its infancy and monitoring the safety of herbal medicines presents unique challenges.
This meeting aims to provide a comprehensive and critical overview of the current state of pharmacovigilance activities for herbal medicines at the national and global levels. It will explore in depth the challenges that pharmacovigilance of herbal medicines presents, consider relevant emerging issues and what steps could and should be taken to improve safety monitoring for herbal medicines in the future.
Who should attend
This conference will be of interest to individuals working in medicines regulation, National Pharmacovigilance Centres, the herbal medicines and conventional pharmaceutical industry and academia, as well as complementary and conventional health-care providers, including medical herbalists, doctors, pharmacists and nurses, and journalists.
Submitted abstracts
Submitted abstracts on relevant topics are invited. A session will be dedicated to short oral presentations of selected submitted abstracts. Abstracts should be between 250 and 400 words long (excluding abstract title, list of authors and references (maximum 3). Tables of results are accepted but figures, graphs and diagrams can not be included. Details of the requirements will be available at www.rpsgb.org/science or email Judy Callanan at science@rpsgb.org
The deadline for receipt of abstracts will be Friday 9 December, 2005. Accepted abstracts will be published in Drug Safety.
Registration
Delegate fees are £275.00 for members of the associated organisations, academics and government employees and £350.00 for non-members and industry employees (exclusive of VAT at 17.5%). A late registration fee of £30 + VAT will apply to all registrations received after 31 January 2006. 
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